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TAGS: PFOR 

SUBJECT: DEPARTMENT PRESS BRIEFING - FEBRUARY 16 

THE FOLLOWING CONTINGENCY PRESS GUIDANCE HAD BEEN PROVIDED 
TO THE SPOKESMAN PRIOR TO THE ABOVE NOON BRIEFING BUT WAS 
NOT USED: 

Q. IS IT TRUE AS REPORTED ON CBS TODAY THAT THE ISRAELI 
NAVY HAS ONCE AGAIN ATTEMPTED TO PREVENT AN AMERICAN OIL 
COMPANY FROM DRILLING IN GULF OF SUEZ TERRITORY LEASED 
FROM THE EGYPTIANS? 

A. AS YOU KNOW, SUCH INCIDENTS HAVE OCCURRED FROM TIME TO 
TIME. WE ARE HOPEFUL THESE QUESTIONS CAN BE WORKED OUT. 

IT IS TRUE THAT AN ISRAELI PATROL CRAFT HAS OBJECTED 

THAT AN AMOCO OPERATION IN THE GULF INVOLVES WORK ON THE 
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EASTERN SIDE OF THE MEDIAN LINE THAT THE ISRAELIS CLAIM 
IN THE GULF. IT IS WELL KNOWN THAT THE U.S. AND ISRAEL 
HAVE NOT REACHED AGREEMENT ON A VARIETY OF POINTS CON- 
CERNING THE APPLICABILITY OF INTERNATIONAL LAW TO THE 
EXPLOITATION OF OIL RESOURCES IN THE GULF OF SUEZ. DIS- 
CUSSIONS CONTINUE BETWEEN THE TWO GOVERNMENTS ON THESE 

POINTS BUT AS USUAL I AM NOT ABLE TO DISCUSS THE DETAILS 
OF THESE DIPLOMATIC EXCHANGES. 

Q. HAS ISRAEL IMPOSED A DEADLINE FOR THE DURATION OF THE 
WORK IN QUESTION? 

A. I UNDERSTAND THERE IS NO DEADLINE. 

Q. IS THE ISRAELI OBJECTION THAT THE RIG IS POSITIONED ON 
THE EASTERN SIDE OF THE MEDIAN LINE? 

A. I UNDERSTAND THE AMERICAN RIG IS NEAR THE SO-CALLED 
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MEDIAN LINE OF THE GULF, BUT ON THE WESTERN SIDE AND THAT 
THE ISRAELI CONCERN HAS TO DO WITH ANCHOR LINES EXTENDING 
TO THE EAST. 

Q. CAN'T YOU AT LEAST SAY WHAT THE GENERAL U.S. POSITION 
IS ON EXPLOITATION OF SUCH RESOURCES? 

A. OUR VIEWS ARE ALREADY ON THE RECORD, AND I DO NOT WANT 
TO GET ANY FARTHER INTO THAT AT THIS POINT, ESPECIALLY IN 
VIEW OF THE FACT THAT THIS IS THE SUBJECT OF CONTINUING 
BILATERAL DISCUSSIONS BETWEEN THE TWO COUNTRIES. 

Q. IS IT TRUE SECRETARY VANCE IS DISCUSSING THIS WITH 
THE ISRAELI AND EGYPTIAN GOVERNMENTS? 

A. THESE ARE ONLY SOME OF THE MANY ISSUES WHICH ARE 
EXPECTED TO BE THE SUBJECT OF SOME DISCUSSION DURING 
UNCLASSIFIED 
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SECRETARY VANCE'S TRIP BUT THEY ARE BY NO MEANS THE MOST 
IMPORTANT ITEMS ON HIS AGENDA. 


HARTMAN 
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